
Matthew 

Chapter 4:12-16 

Teaching at Eramos Tapos 
 

 

 

Describe for me your image, your picture of the Kingdom of Heaven? 

Where did we leave off in the last chapter? 

• Matthew 4:24-25 

• Matthew 5:1-2 

Wonder what He has been doing 

• Luke 6:12-19 

What does this scene feel like? 

Not sure, but sure has a real Moses/Mt. Sinai type feel to it 

He goes up on top alone, eramos tapos (deserted place), prays all night, comes down, appoints 12 (like tribes) 

Then they come down together like Moses came down with the elders/priests…meets with the people 

Interesting comment, He opened His mouth – NOW it says He begins to teach…AND TO HIS 12 

Let’s come back to this… 

 

One quick note before we start reading this amazing sermon from Jesus… 

“Blessed” – 2 words in the Greek for Blessed, from is more of an outer sense, one an inner sense 

Outer = to give a good report about something or someone, bless the food, “Blessed is He who comes…” 

This one is literally HAPPY IS HE WITHIN WHO…Lucky is the guy!!! 

So it’s really amazing, Jesus, facing these persecuted trodden down Roman ruled people starts out this way 

Lucky are you… 

 

• Matthew 5:3-12 (several times) 

What are your general reactions? Observations? Feelings? Thoughts? What hits you? 

 

Just some things to note: 

One train of thought - there are 8 what we would call Beatitudes, but possibly there are 7…the 8
th

 covers them all 

• II Tim. 3:12 -  Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

And both the first and last end with “for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven” 

 

Second train of thought following the Moses theme… 

There are 10 if you include the “Rejoice…” in verse 12 

Jesus, THE GREATER MOSES, comes down off the Mountain top, and delivers the 10 commandments 

But only one is a commandment, REJOICE 

All the others are identity building, consoling, deeply personal statements 

• Matthew 5:17 

This verse is definitely introducing the next section, but might also be concluding this section 

THIS WAS GOD’S ORIGINAL INTENT WITH HIS PEOPLE…to be their Father and care for them 

 

Remember, Jesus makes nothing up right?! We learned this from Mark 

What Jesus says is from the Father, what Jesus does is from the Father 

And everything that comes out of His mouth is STEEPED in the Hebrew text…God’s Word to His people 

Jesus goes into the Wilderness because the Spirit leads Him 

Jesus goes to Capernaum at Galilee because it fulfills the Scriptures according to Isaiah 

EVERYING He does has been spoken of, seen, said 

READ THESE AS REALITIES OF BEING PART OF THE KINGDOM 

NOT SAYING try and live like this, but rather a) this is Kingdom life and b) you will be OK 

TODAY - Mourners go uncomforted, justice never happens, the meek get trampled… 

THIS IS AN ANNOUNCEMENT, NOT AN ANALYSIS OF THE WORLD. It’s about something starting to 

happen, not about a general truth of life. It is Gospel: good news, not good advice.” – N.T. Wright 

Matthew shows Jesus coming up out of Egypt (2:15), thru the water & wilderness (3 & 4), & into promised land (4) 

Here now is the New Covenant! 



Again, what is the Kingdom of Heaven? God’s space…here…now 

As we go thru these, tell me, what is your sense of what these mean? 

• Matthew 5:3 

“Poor in spirit” 

All of his disciples were active members of the Kingdom of God. This is the meaning of Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:3, 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven."  

"Poor in spirit" refers to Jesus followers. 

The phrase "...for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven" is a poor translation, because it implies ownership. 

How can you own the Kingdom? 

The Greek words au.TON.es.TIN should be understood to mean "is comprised of such as these," and not "theirs is."  

 

In Hebrew the verse would have been ash.RE a.ni.YE RU.ah ki me.HEM mal.KUT sha.MA.yim. 

Therefore it would be better translated, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for they make up the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

They are citizens in the Kingdom They have accepted the King's rule. 

The "poor in spirit" are Jesus' disciples who have accepted God's authority in their lives and become active in Jesus' 

Kingdom movement. 

While others walk in vanity—in a shadow, an image—in an unreal world, taking a false view of themselves and the 

world around them—the poor in spirit are rich in the knowledge of their real case. Having courage to look this in the 

face and own it guiltlessly, they feel strong in the assurance that “light arises in the darkness for the upright” (Ps. 112:4 

They KNOW THEY ARE BROKEN, NEEDY OF A KING AND HIS RULE AND PROTECTION, ETC. 

They are humble = live in the reality of life and their life 

 “before God we are void of everything,” lies at the foundation of all spiritual understanding of Scripture. 

To not be poor in spirit is to live in the shadow of reality, an image (the matrix) 

 

• Matthew 5:4 

“mourn = shall be comforted” 

not just sad – sense of a lament, feeling of being undone 

 

• Matthew 5:5 

“gentle(only used 4x in NT) = “shall inherit the earth (literally land)” 

Matthew 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle (same word) and humble in heart 

Psalm 37:11 But the humble will inherit the land and will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 

Amazing when you consider this was to Israel with the Romans there 

Easy going and mild mannered = just the opposite of what we are taught about who will GET the land 

Rather than pushing and grabbing and stressing and pressuring, gentle reliance 

 

• Matthew 5:6 

“hunger & thirst for righteousness = satisfied” 

Speak of renewed passion for the text, Linda’s comment that I already was, all relative 

Quite frankly just can’t understand not 1
st
 disciplining yourself and 2

nd
 thirsting for things of God 

Think that maybe this is partially where this comes from…immersion into His thoughts and heart and mind…The Text 

Hungry and thirsty for what is ON GOD’S HEART 

Psalm 17:15 As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake 

Amazing you can also really see how these all tie together, see the hurting in life, mourn, thirst like God’s heart for what 

is right 

 

• Matthew 5:7 

“merciful = shall receive mercy” 

Psalm 18:25: “With the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful.” 

 

• Matthew 5:8 

“pure in heart = shall see God” 

Amazing in light of the Hebrews text where no one could look upon God…Moses/Elijah saw His back 

Here He says, if you have a pure (CLEAR) heart, you will see Me 

• John 15:103 

• Matthew 5:9 

“peacemakers – called sons of God” 



Peacemaker = already in the Bible the people of Israel are referred to as sons or children of God: "You are the sons of 

the LORD your God" (Deut. 14:1). Likewise, in rabbinic teaching Israel is called "sons" of God: 

"Beloved are Israel for they were called sons of God; still greater was the love in that it was made known to them that 

they were called sons of God." 

We have been given the ministry of reconciliation = it is at the fiber of who we were created to be 

 

• Matthew 5:10 

“persecuted FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS– Kingdom of God is made up of such as these” 

Think it ends the same because they ARE ALL RELATED…do/have one, get another 

 

• Matthew 5:11-12 

Again, love the tie to the Hebrew text…WE ARE LIKENED TO THE PROPHETS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Isn’t that cool…God sees us like prophets to the nations 

 

• Matthew 5:13-16 

Salt of the LAND= for Israel, and Light = to the WORLD, i.e. the Gentiles 

• Isaiah 49:1-6 

 

• Matthew 5:13 

Salt 

So what is salt for? Basic question you hear in Christian circles. 

1. Preservation (sustain)– radically changed life and in particular in the middle east, salt penetrates 

Can see this even when doing rubs on meat, salt penetrates, whereas sugars coat and seal 

2. Purification & Dedication 

Most scholars connect salt and fire with purification because these were both used in the temple sacrifices. 

According to the Mishnah, the temple priests put salt into the carcass of a bird that had been slaughtered for a 

whole burnt offering, to draw out the blood: " 

The priest would wring off its head...slit open the body...soak up the excess blood on the inside of the body 

with salt and throw it on the altar fire" (Zevahim 6:5). 

II Kings 2:20 Elisha purified water with salt and it was good from then on 

3. Destruction 

The root to salt (m-l-h) is used in the Hebrew Scriptures not only in contexts where it means "purification, 

preservation," but also in contexts were it is a symbol of barrenness and destruction. 

 Judges 9:45 Abimelech conquered city, says he salted it 

• Mark 9:49-50 

Context here is actually judgment (cut eye out, etc.) – same with Lot’s wife 

4. Associated with covenants with God 

Numbers 18:19  

Lev. 2:13 

 

 

Really the key is that salt has an extremely strong identity 

With the same element, you can penetrate, purify, and sustain…even the power to completely remove 

But if it can’t do this…they would literally take it out and toss it in the street to be trampled 

This is a powerful image for us…THIS IS HOW GOD SEES US 

Interesting “tasteless” can also be translated FOOLISH 

“good” = also be translated strength 

Also notice, it doesn’t say HE WILL throw us out…an analogy 

It’s a personal check – are you living out of who you are 

 

• Matthew 5:14-16 

Visible – see goodness, glorify God



 


